Read Alouds can do more if we create a culture in which children get used
to listening to stories multiple times so they can digest a story and then look
deeply into the internal elements which create a great piece of literature.
(Guide to Interactive Read Alouds, Hoyt)
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When you read aloud to your class, perhaps for some of your students it
will be the only time in their childhoods that someone reads aloud to
them. You are helping all of your students develop a lifelong love of
reading and providing them with memorable experiences with wonderful
books! -Linda Hoyt
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In their book, Learning Under the Influence of Language and Literature,
Lester Laminack and Reba Wadsworth (2006) describe six types of
read-alouds: books that (1) address standards, (2) build community, (3)
demonstrate the craft of writing, (4) enrich vocabulary, (5) entice
children to read independently, and (6) model fluent reading.
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During a read aloud, a teacher reads a text aloud, and students are
enveloped in a risk-free learning environment that removes the pressure
of achievement and the fear of failure, allowing the freedom to wonder,
question, and enjoy material beyond their reading abilities. -Reba Wadsworth
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Teacher read-alouds demonstrate the power of stories. By showing
students the ways that involvement with text engages us, we give them
energy for learning how reading works. By showing them how to search
for meaning, we introduce strategies of understanding we can reinforce
in shared, guided, and independent reading. readwritethink.org
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Read-alouds are powerful because they serve so many instructional
purposes—to motivate, encourage, excite, build background, develop
comprehension, assist children in making connections, and serve as a
model of what fluent reading sounds like. -Reba Wadsworth
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The importance of reading aloud to children on a daily basis can’t be
overestimated. The U.S. Department of Education Commission on Reading took
into account over 10,000 studies and found that the most important activity for
building the skills and background for eventual success in reading is reading aloud
to children (see Anderson, Hiebert, Scott, & Wilkinson, 1985).
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I believe that read-alouds reach their highest level of potency when they are
based on a careful balance between fiction and nonfiction—exposing learners to
the language forms and structures of the many different text types they need to
control as a reader. Well-structured read-alouds create environments which
children are strong participants in their own learning. (Linda Hoyt)
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“This is not a book about teaching a child how to read; it's about teaching a child to want to read.
There's an education adage that goes, "What we teach children to love and desire will always
outweigh what we make them learn." The fact is that some children learn to read sooner than others,
while some learn better than others. There is a difference. For the parent who thinks that sooner is
better, who has an eighteen-month-old child barking at flash cards, my response is: sooner is not
better. Are the dinner guests who arrive an hour early better guests than those who arrive on time?
Of course not.” ― Jim Trelease, The Read-Aloud Handbook
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“When the daily number of words for each group of children is projected
across four years, the four-year-old child from the professional family will
have heard 45 million words, the working-class child 26 million, and the
welfare child only 13 million.” ― Jim Trelease, The Read-Aloud
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Read to them. Take their breath away. Read with the same feeling in your throat
as when you first see the ocean after driving hours and hours to get there. Close
the final page of the book with the same reverence you feel when you kiss your
sleeping child at night. Be quiet. Don’t talk the experience to death. Shut up and
let those kids think and feel. Teach your children to be moved. –Cynthia Rylant
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